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747 March 30, 1900 

be allowed until the port was absolutely safe. This, in fact, has been 
the only alternative for all the steamship companies handling freight 
from Aden, Arabia, since the decree of the Government requiring dis- 
infection. 

Respectfully, Rupert Blue. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Reports from Naples. 

Naples, Italy, March 14, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended March 14, 
1900, the following ships were inspected : 

On March 9, the steamship Trave, of the North German Lloyd Steam- 
ship Company, bound with passengers and cargo for New York. There 
were inspected and passed 62 cabin and 532 steerage passengers and 
113 pieces of large and 687 pieces of small baggage. Pour pieces of bag- 
gage were disinfected by steam. On March 13, the steamship Hesperia, 
of the Anchor Line, bound with passengers and cargo for New York. 
There were inspected 1 cabin and 722 steerage passengers and 55 pieces 
of large and 957 pieces of small baggage. Four pieces of baggage were 
disinfected by steam. One case of varioloid was rejected. In view of 
the fact that another case of varioloid was detected among the passen- 
gers who came here from Sicily in order to embark for the United 
States, and no exact information being immediately available as to the 
condition of the health on that island, the steamship companies have 
been notified that the baggage of all steerage passengers from Sicily 
must be disinfected before being put on board here. The consul at 
Palermo has been notified that it would be desirable to enforce like 
regulations at his port. 

Respectfully, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine Hospital Service. 



Wo plague on Cozumel — Description of the island. 

Progreso, March S, 1900. 

Sir : I have this day received your telegram dated March 2, and read- 
ing as follows : "Plague reported at Cozumel. Cable whether exists in 
Yucatan or Campeche. Mail full report on Cozumel. — Cridler." 

My arrangements are such that if the plague had gotten foothold on the 
island of Cozumel, in Yucatan, or the neighboring State of Campeche, 
I should have received immediate notice, and I should have at once 
notified the Department by cable. Nevertheless, I at once put myself 
in communication with the proper authorities, and they one and all 
unqualifiedly denied that a single case of the plague existed on the pen- 
insula of Yucatan or upon any of the adjacent islands. The informa- 
tion thus obtained by me may be relied upon as correct. 

I inclose under this cover a brief report upon the island of Cozumel, 
as desired. As I have only about ten minutes in which to write it up 
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